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Executive Director Letter
Dear friends,

This was an unprecedented year for Gentlemen’s Quest of Tampa Inc. 
(GQ).  Your support during Fiscal Year 2021 was truly remarkable. You helped 
to positively impact 832 young people in the Tampa Bay area. And most 
importantly, you enabled GQ to stay connected with our youth when they 
needed us most. 

In spite of the disruption of the pandemic, GQ is proud to continue its 8-year 
legacy of providing youth with enriching programs. Activities like STEM Camp, 
college road trips, basketball camps, financial literacy workshops, academic 
data chats – and more – are a gateway to greater success in school, college, 
and life for young people at GQ.

In Fiscal Year 2021, 85% of GQ youth were from low-and-moderate income 
households. And over 98% of our participants lived in Hillsborough County. 
GQ remains steadfast in our commitment to serving (1) youth with the 
least access to experiences that expose them to colleges and careers and 
leadership opportunities, (2) low-and-moderate income (LMI) households, 
and (3) youth of color. 

As the impact of COVID-19 continues to evolve, we know that the crisis is 
disproportionately impacting low-income families and communities of color 
- and the division of equity between the “haves and the have nots” has grown 
wider. Since the start of the pandemic, GQ worked to creatively support youth 
most in need. We implemented Zoom and YouTube workshops on goal setting, 
college preparation, and online safeguards for social media.

Your generous support has allowed GQ to not only survive - but thrive - in our 
most challenging year to date. With you by our side, GQ will continue providing 
Tampa Bay’s youth with brighter futures. We couldn‘t do it without you!

With thanks and gratitude,

Tavis Myrick
Executive Director



Program Offerings
The Community-Based Program is offered 
for teenage youth in the Tampa Bay area to 
have the opportunity to share their individual 
hopes and fears in a safe environment. Through 
structured activities, the youth learn from their 
mentors, their peers, and themselves. They are 
given the tools to build their intellectual, emotional, 
and relational capacity and construct an identity 
based on respect, accountability, and responsibility 
so they can embark on the path to manhood unfettered.  
The students engage in weekly experiences that result in 
enhanced relationships, increased school performance, 
strengthened family connections, and positive 
contributions to society.

Site-Based Programs are designed to support students 
within schools to improve academic performance, 
increase attendance in school, and reduce occurrences 
of misbehavior. Students engage in weekly sessions that 
include tutoring, essential life skills, and hands on experiential 
learning opportunities that are supported by mentors who 
provide academic advice and serve as positive role models.  Site-based 
programs can be offered in elementary, middle, and high schools.

STEM Quest is a cross curricular program that allows youth to 
explore science, technology, engineering, and mathematics 

(STEM).  The program provides a creative space that teaches 
hard skills for future STEM careers in a fun and engaging 

setting.  Such programs foster valuable 21st-century life 
skills, such as critical thinking, problem-solving, creativity, 
and collaboration on their quest to complete STEM based 
challenges.  Participants engage in a project-based 
program that will provide students the opportunity to 

increase their math proficiency, while exploring various 
careers.  Additionally, students will increase their writing skills 

through developing a persuasive writing argument that will be 
presented in the capstone project.  STEM Quest is supported with 

proven curriculum and experienced industry professionals 
that are passionate about technology and community 
empowerment.

The Job Readiness Program is a partnership that has 
been forged between GQ and local businesses to allow 
youth to gain skills that equip them for various careers.  All 
of our students open a bank account and learn money 
management and financial literacy using the data from their 
account and the money that is made from working.



2021 Community Service Projects

In fiscal year 2021, over 60 senior citizens’ lives were 
impacted by the goods and services provided by the 
students of Gentlemen’s Quest of Tampa Inc.  Students 
volunteered at Palm Terrace Assisted Living Facility, in 
which they served meals, engaged as companions, 
and provided toiletries for the residents of the facility. 

During preplanning week (August 2021) for teachers at Kingswood Elementary, 
GQ students served lunch for the teachers, as well as, assisted them in moving 
into their classrooms.

GQ partnered with Compassion Life Church to sponsor Serve the 
City Family Fun Day at the University Area Community Center.  The event drew 
over 200 guests who engaged in free games and activities and received free 
food.  GQ students supervised the bounce houses and facilitated games with 
elementary-aged children.

In celebration of American Education Week, GQ 
students participated in the Great American 

Teach-in at Lomax Magnet Elementary School, 
Carver Exceptional Center, and Kingswood 

Elementary.  GQ Student President Miles 
Jones dressed in a Dr. Seuss costume, as the 
students read the books The Cat in the Hat 
and ‘Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You 
See?’ to over 200 students throughout the 
day.  The GQ students also engaged their 
audiences in a genuine discussion on goal 
setting.

Silver Crown Day of Joy

Back-to-School Teacher Appreciation Day

Serve the City Family Fun Day

Great American Teach-In



Each December, GQ chooses an elementary 
school to sponsor and spread holiday cheer. 
This year, we partnered with Idea Hope, a 
new elementary and middle school that 
serves East Tampa.

On December 17th, several GQ juniors and 
seniors read the book ‘Brown Bear, Brown 
Bear, What Do You See?’ to 52 kindergarteners 
and distributed teddy bears to each student.

Gentlemen’s Quest made it their mission to 
partner with Metropolitan Ministries for a day to 
assist in their mission to feed people in need 
of nutritious meals year.  The food can help 
someone struggling to pay bills and put food 
on their table while saving some money. 

Metropolitan Ministries serves 3,000 meals per 
day and on our Day of Hope, the GQ students 
had an opportunity to help prepare meals. 
We prepared over 1,500 meals. Additionally, 
we cleaned and sanitized the kitchen. These 
opportunities not only help our students to learn 
about new careers, such as chefs and nonprofit 
directors, but the students develop a greater level of love 
and compassion for all people.

In December 2021, GQ students decided to travel to Walmart Supercenter to 
spread holiday cheer and surprise five “random” families by paying the cost 
of everything in their cart. Each student walked around the store looking for 
individuals that they believed “needed a blessing.” One senior citizen was 
overwhelmed with gratitude. She expressed while crying that she was going to 
have to put some items back because she did not have enough money to pay 
for all of the items in her cart. Another elderly lady communicated that she 
had recently overcome cancer.

GQ Gift-a-Way

Day of Hope

Grocery Giveaway



Who We Serve
832 young people were served by GQ in Fiscal Year 2021.  
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Program Highlights
100% of high school seniors in the GQ Community-Based program graduated 
on time and enrolled in college, trade school, or the military.

0% of high school students in the GQ Community-Based program that were 
arrested at least once were rearrested.

98% of students who completed a site-based program in at an alternative 
education site was able to demonstrate their ability to make informed 
decisions and think critically 5 out of 5 opportunities.



I Am Book

As Seen in the News in 2021

I Am a Young Black Man is a collection of poetry and prose that explores the 
joy, triumphs, and nuances of black adolescence. This compilation includes 
original poems written by students from Gentlemen’s Quest of Tampa Inc., a 
501c3 nonprofit based in Tampa, Florida that is committed to helping youth 
become productive members of society. This collection of poetry is reflection 
of Gentleman’s Quest’s mission to provide teenage boys the opportunity to 
share their individual hopes and fears in a safe environment. These poems 
provide an intimate perspective into the lives of several young black men as 
they reflect on their aspirations, self-identities, and the beautiful complexity of 
their blackness.

In fiscal year 2021, GQ sold over $20,000 in copies of the book.  

Books are available for purchase on Amazon and Barnes and Noble.

In fiscal year 2021, GQ was featured in the media 14 times.



Alumni Spotlight
“GQ taught me how to be professional and how to succeed as a black 
man. Mr.Myrick helped me stay on top of everything from school, to getting 
accepted into college, to life in general. I learned how to be a leader, manage 
money, and lead by example.”

“GQ impacted me so much that it made me want to not settle and strive for 
more in life.  The program opened my eyes to so much in life that I’m now 
actually pursuing my dreams.”

“Not only did the Gentlemen’s Quest pay my tuition in school, they provided 
mentorship and support in the times that I needed them the most.”

Miston was enrolled in the GQ program for 1.5 years.  Throughout 
high school, he was very involved in his church and was often 
viewed as a role model for younger youth.  Although he conveyed 
a bright personality, he lacked confidence in himself for the 
future.  GQ helped Miston to prioritize tasks and improve in his 
time management skills.  Through GQ, Miston experienced new 

opportunities that helped him to learn about various colleges and 
careers.  Miston graduated from Wiregrass High School in May 2021 
and is now on active duty in the United States Coast Guard.

Elijah was enrolled in the GQ program for 4 years.  The program 
afforded him the opportunity to tour colleges and trade schools 
throughout Florida and Georgia.  As he matriculated through high 
school, he received mentoring and academic support.  His grades 
were monitored to ensure that he was excelling.  As a student 
whose father was absent from his life, GQ provided mentors and 

role models for Elijah that continued to push him towards success 
and never let him settle for less than his potential.  Elijah graduated 
from Armwood High School in 2019.  In 2021, he completed Road 
Master Driving School and is now a professional truck driver for 
Werner Enterprise.  

Axel moved to Hillsborough County from Puerto Rico in 2019.  He did 
not allow the language barrier to hinder his success.  Throughout 
high school, Axel demonstrated the ability to balance his 
academics with extracurricular activities, such as basketball, cross 
country, and a part-time job.  He quickly overcame every obstacle 
that life presented and graduated from high school with honors.  He 

graduated from Lennard High School in 2021 and has successfully 
transitioned to the University of Central Florida.  He is majoring in 
kinesiology.  His goal is to become an orthopedic surgeon.

Miston Nelson

Elijah Mosley

Axel Nunez-Perez



Financial Snapshot 

Donations

Contracts & Grants

Fundraising

In-Kind

Other

Program Services

Fundraising 

General

In-kind

TOTAL EXPENSES: $205,883

TOTAL REVENUE: $226,693
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Corporate Partners
Premier ($50K+ Level)
Vinik Foundation

Platinum ($10,001 - $49,999)
Delaware North
Legends
Hillsborough County Public Schools

Gold ($1,001 - $10,000)
College Board
Urban League of Hillsborough County
Whittaker Family Foundation
Corporation to Develop Communities of Tampa Inc.
Manifestations Worldwide Inc.*
Junior Achievement of Tampa*

Silver ($100 - $1,000)
Wawa
Norgard Insurance
Take A Kid Fishing Inc.*
Compassion Life Church*
Florida Blue
Hillsborough Community College Foundation
Ross Dress for Less
Minx Media Co.
48 States*
Legacy Elite Christian Preparatory School

Bronze ($1 - $99)
Dunkin Donuts*
Target
Chipotle
Keke’s Breakfast Cafe 

An asterisk reflects 
companies who made 
charitable in-kind 
donations received 
during Fiscal Year 2021.



Individual Donors
Alondra Rodriguez

Alyssa Lucas

Barry Estelhomme

Beatrice Blakley

Berthenya Dunbar

Brandon Williams

Brenda Allen

Brenda Johnson

Brenda Oshodin

Carmen Sheffield

Chris & Vannessa Davis

David Griffin

Delossa Harris

Denise Barton

Denise Jones

Devonne Turner

Dr. Mark T. Jones Sr.

Eric & LaTanya Hayes

Erica Baskerville

Fiona McLaughlin

Henry “Shake” Washington

HoJuand Gladden

Indira Cozine

Irene Campbell

Jasmine Jones

Jeanne Terry Byrd

Jessica Wilson

John Day

Jonathan Terry

Josh Jean-Baptiste

Joshua Matthew King

Karen Simmons

Kathleen Koehnen

Kelvin Priutt

Keon Jenkins

Kristina Teeter

LaShon Wilkins

LiTasha Thomas

Mark Elliott

Martha Harrison

Melvenia Mullins

Michael Ross

Natalie Pope

Nicolas Glover

Omotayo Walker

Patra Cooks

Phylicia Cartwright

Ricky Ealy

Rita Stone

Rodney Husbands

Roderick Carter

Ronald Dupree

Ruth Randolph

Simone Fallen

Sonia Harmon

Spencer Ingram

Stacey Ebanks-Baker

Steven Souma

Tavis & Nicole Myrick

Teleica Georgianni

Terita Stone

Terrence Smith

Tiana Marshall

Tramaine Whittey

Travian Mitchell

Tye Fowler

Walter Harrison

Willie C. Wiley

Zackery Alexander Hill



Board of Directors

Leadership Team

Roderick Carter, Chair, CBS17 News

Nicolas Glover, Tampa Chamber of Commerce

Dr. Dakeyan C. Graham, Florida Department of Education

Larry Washington, City of Tampa

Tavis Myrick, Executive Director, Gentlemen’s Quest of Tampa Inc.

Tavis Myrick, Executive Director

Dr. Patra Cooks, Director of Community Partnerships

LaTanya Hayes, Student Success Coach

Brenda Oshodin, Bookkeeper

Gwendolyn Doby-Baker, Program Assistant

Miles Jones, Student President

Keith Leonard Canady Jr., Student Vice President



Gentlemen’s Quest of Tampa Inc.
2631 East Lake Avenue | Tampa, FL 33610

GQTampa.com | facebook.com/GQTampa | twitter.com/GentlemensQuest


