


Vision
Gentlemen’s Quest of Tampa Inc. is 

committed to helping youth become 
productive members of society. 

Mission 
Gentlemen’s Quest of Tampa Inc. will 
empower students by providing key 
experiences that contribute to their 

developmental growth.



Dear friends,

This has been an exciting year for Gentlemen’s Quest of Tampa 
Inc. (GQ).  Your support during Fiscal Year 2022 positively 
impacted 471 youth in the Tampa Bay area. And most 
importantly, you enabled GQ to engage in new experiences, 
build confidence and grow into young leaders.

GQ is proud to continue its 9-year legacy of providing youth 
with enriching programs. Activities like STEM Camp, college 
and career days, community service projects, financial literacy 
workshops, academic data chats – and more – are a gateway to 
greater success in school, college, and life for young people at 
GQ.

In Fiscal Year 2022, 90% of GQ youth were from low-and-moderate income households. 
And over 98% of our participants lived in Hillsborough County. GQ remains steadfast in our 
commitment to serving (1) youth with the least access to experiences that expose them 
to colleges and careers and leadership opportunities, (2) low-and-moderate income (LMI) 
households, and (3) youth of color. 

I want to share a few recent highlights with you:

• Over the past year, GQ offered its site-based programming to students at 6 school sites 
in Hillsborough County.  Students engaged in weekly learning experiences focused on 
problem solving, goal setting, college and career exploration, and financial literacy.

• GQ provided over $20,000 in scholarships to 2022 high school graduates and college 
students.  Scholarships are provided to seniors who have either achieved academically or 
been faced with serious hardships, including academic challenges, financial restraints, or 
family adversity.  GQ alumni may also be awarded scholarships if they are enrolled full-
time in college and maintain a 3.0 GPA.

• GQ hosted our 4th STEM Quest Summer Camp.  Through our STEM Quest summer 
program, 32 youth engaged in experiences that resulted in enhanced relationships 
through peer collaboration, increased critical thinking and problem-solving skills, 
and a better understanding of STEM-related career opportunities.  132 students have 
participated in our summer camps since 2019.

Your generous support of GQ is giving Tampa Bay’s youth a brighter future!  We couldn‘t do 
it without you!

With thanks and gratitude,

Tavis Myrick
Executive Director
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The Community-Based Program is offered for teenage 
youth in the Tampa Bay area to have the opportunity to 
share their individual hopes and fears in a safe environment. 
Through structured activities, the youth learn from their 
mentors, their peers, and themselves. They are given the 
tools to build their intellectual, emotional, and relational 
capacity and construct an identity based on respect, 
accountability, and responsibility so they can embark on 
the path to manhood unfettered.  The students engage in 
weekly experiences that result in enhanced relationships, 
increased school performance, strengthened family 
connections, and positive contributions to society.

Site-Based Programs are designed to support students 
within schools to improve academic performance, 
increase attendance in school, and reduce occurrences 
of misbehavior. Students engage in weekly sessions 
that include tutoring, essential life skills, and hands on 
experiential learning opportunities that are supported 
by mentors who provide academic advice and serve as 
positive role models.  Site-based programs can be offered in 
elementary, middle, and high schools.

STEM Quest is a cross curricular program that allows youth 
to explore science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM).  The program provides 
a creative space that teaches hard skills for future STEM careers in a fun and engaging 
setting.  Such programs foster valuable 21st-century life skills, such as critical thinking, 
problem-solving, creativity, and collaboration on their quest 
to complete STEM based challenges. Participants engage 
in a project-based program that will provide students 
the opportunity to increase their math proficiency, while 
exploring various careers.  Additionally, students will 
increase their writing skills through developing a persuasive 
writing argument that will be presented in the capstone 
project.  STEM Quest is supported with proven curriculum 
and experienced industry professionals that are passionate 
about technology and community empowerment.

The Job Readiness 
Program is a partnership 
that has been forged between GQ and local businesses 
to allow youth to gain skills that equip them for various 
careers.  All of our students open a bank account and learn 
money management and financial literacy using the data 
from their account and the money that is made from 
working.

PROGRAM OFFERINGS
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    Silver Crown Day of Joy

In fiscal year 2022, over 80 senior citizens’ lives were 
impacted by the goods and services provided by the 
students of Gentlemen’s Quest of Tampa Inc.  Students 
volunteered at The Colonnade at Northdale, in which 
they provided each resident with all of the items on their 
Christmas wish list. 

    GQ Gift-a-Way

Each December, GQ chooses an elementary school to 
sponsor and spread holiday cheer. This year, we partnered 
with Sheehy Elementary School located in East Tampa.
On December 23rd, several GQ juniors and seniors read 
the book ‘Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See?’ to 
51 kindergarteners and distributed teddy bears to each 
student.

 

   Day of Hope

Gentlemen’s Quest partner with the Neighborhood Assistance Corporation of America 
(NACA) by hosting a Day of Hope in East Tampa.  Over 300 people were in attendance.  NACA 
is a non-profit, community advocacy and homeownership organization. NACA’s primary 
goal is to build strong, healthy neighborhoods in urban and rural areas nationwide through 
affordable homeownership.

GQ students provided a community service by directing parking, assisting with technology, 
cleaning the facility, and greeting and directing guests.

    Grocery Giveaway

In December 2022, GQ students decided to travel to 
Walmart Supercenter to spread holiday cheer and surprise 
five “random” families by paying the cost of everything in 
their cart. Each student walked around the store looking 
for individuals that they believed “needed a blessing.” One 
East Tampa resident was overwhelmed with gratitude. She 
expressed while crying that she really needed this blessing, 
while another senior citizen expressed how difficult it was 
to get everything she needed.  She continued to say that 
she had to put many items back because she couldn’t 
afford it. 

“Just to help someone and see that they are really blessed to be helped really made my day,” 
said Telvin Mexile, Junior at Hillsborough High School and a GQ student. “It felt heartwarming. 
I know what it’s like to be down and be hoping for a blessing to come your way. When I grow 
up, I want to be a nurse so that I can help more people.”

2022 COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECTS
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WHO WE SERVE

Public School

Hispanic

Private School

African American

Charter School 

Caucasian

Alternative Education Programs

Multi-Ethnic

Asian
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65%

14%

21%

18%

2% 1%

11%

2%

471 young people were served by GQ in Fiscal Year 2022.  

GENTLEMEN’S QUEST OF TAMPA -  ANNUAL REPORT 2022



of high school seniors 
in the GQ Community-

Based program 
graduated on time and 

enrolled in college, trade 
school, or the military.

In fiscal year 2022, GQ was featured in the media 11 times.

of high school students 
in the GQ Community-

Based program that were 
arrested at least once 

were rearrested.

of students who 
completed a site-based 

program in an alternative 
education site was 

able to demonstrate 
their ability to make 

informed decisions and 
think critically 5 out of 5 

opportunities.

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
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100% 0% 86%

AS SEEN IN THE NEWS IN 2022
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2022 GQ SCHOLARS

PAGE :  8

Joel Carrasquillo Dominic Cooper

Raul Ramirez Rodriguez

Patrick Chang

Miles Jones

Clyde St. Vall

Pierre Chedraui

Aaron McClain III

Timothy Salmon

Middleton High School Strawberry Crest High School

Sumner High School

Brooks Debartolo Collegiate 
High School

Strawberry Crest High School

Strawberry Crest High School

Blake High School

Lennard High School

Riverview High School

2022 ALUMNI SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS

Axel Nunez-Perez
University of Central Florida

Elijah Jacobs
University of South Florida

Awarded $20,000 in Scholarships
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Elijah Jacobs

Jose Reyes 
Romero

It is because of Gentlemen’s Quest that I have reached this place in life.  GQ 
provided new experiences that helped to open my eyes to the world.”

Elijah was enrolled in the GQ program during his junior and senior year of high 
school. The program afforded him the opportunity to tour colleges and trade schools 
throughout Florida. As he matriculated through high school, he received mentoring 
and academic support. His grades were monitored to ensure that he was excelling. He 
was always an introvert, self-driven, and independent.  He graduated from Spoto High 
School in 2019.

GQ provided Elijah with mentors and role models that helped Elijah to break out of his 
shell and explore new opportunities.  He participated in our first summer STEM camp in 
2019, in which he was able to build his own desktop computer and earn several industry 
certifications.  Throughout college, Elijah was employed by Gentlemen’s Quest through 
the job readiness program.  He worked at the local arenas and stadiums to gain work 
experience and earn money to help make it through college.  Elijah paid it forward 
in 2022 as a Summer Intern during the STEM Quest Summer Camp.  He facilitated 
engineering and coding workshops and provided technical assistance as the camp 
participants built a robot.  

In May 2023, Elijah will be graduating from the University of South Florida with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in CyberSecurity.  Immediately after graduation, he will 
begin his career as a Systems Security Engineer at Raytheon Technologies in Tuscon, 
AZ.  

Gentlemen’s Quest changed my perspective on life.  I now see adversities 
as an opportunity to grow.  This leadership trait has helped me in my role 
in training my leaders, peers, and subordinates in the military.  GQ was a 
critical aspect of my development into manhood.”

Jose graduated from Chamberlain High School in 2019.  He was a member of 
Gentlemen’s Quest for 2 years.  Prior to joining GQ, Jose was unmotivated and lacked 
drive.  Due to the vicissitudes of life, he was forced to be independent at a young age.  
As a result of his responsibilities at home, he had excessive absences from school, which 
had a negative impact on his academic performance.  Gentlemen’s Quest helped him 
to realize his full potential and to develop a plan for his future with a goal of becoming 
a productive member of society. Jose is now a Traffic Management and Collision 
Investigator in the United States Army.  He resides in Fort Hood, Texas. 

Miles Jones

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

Gentlemen’s Quest is a positive program that allows young men to 
be connect together and form a brotherhood.  If it had not been for 
Gentlemen’s Quest, I more than likely would not be enrolled at Alabama 
A&M right now.”

Miles was enrolled in the GQ program for 2.5 years.  Throughout high school, he 
participated in multiple extra-curricular activities, such as band, football, and track 
and field.  As an IB student, he was often viewed as a role model for younger youth.  
Although he conveyed a bright personality, he lacked confidence in himself for the 
future.  GQ helped Miles to prioritize tasks and improve in his time management skills.  
Through GQ, Miles experienced new opportunities that helped him to learn about 
various colleges and career opportunities.  Miles graduated from Strawberry Crest High 
School in May 2022 and is now enrolled at Alabama A&M University as a Physics major 
with a goal of becoming an Aerospace Engineer.

Miles is currently working on a research project with a group of professors, students, 
and other labs for the National Nuclear Safety Administration (NNSA).  They are 
collaboratively working on a radiation detecting scintillator crystals.  His work will help 
to stop terrorists from smuggling radioactive materials into the United States.
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CORPORATE PARTNERS

Silver ($100 - $1,000)

Gold ($1,001 - $10,000)

Premier ($50K+ Level)

Platinum ($10,001 - $49,999)

Jersey College School of Nursing

Norgard Insurance

Operation Feed The Needs*

Ross Dress for Less

Publix

College Board

Florida Blue

Junior Achievement of Tampa*

Junior League of Tampa

Kiwanis Club of Tampa

Manifestations Worldwide Inc.*

Regions Bank

Tampa General Hospital

United Way Suncoast

Community Foundation of Tampa

Delaware North

Hillsborough County Public Schools

Legends

An asterisk reflects companies who 
made charitable in-kind donations 

received during Fiscal Year 2022.
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INDIVIDUAL DONORS

Angela Birdsong

Barry Estelhomme

Beatrice Joelene Blakley

Bo Charles

Brandon Williams

Brenda Johnson

Brenda Oshodin

Carmen Sheffield

Chris Ingram

Christel Myrick

Cindy Hardesty Kocher

Clyde St.Vall

Darrell Pasco

David Griffin

Deborah D. Self

Delbressa D. Jordan

Dr. Mark T. Jones Sr.

Dr. Reuben Faloughi

Eline Tanis

Elizabeth Dimling

Fiona McLaughlin

Gerald  Pettermon

Gwendolyn Doby-Baker

Indira Cozine

Joan Brown

Jonathan Terry

Josh Andrew Ihm

Joshua M. King

Julie Smith

Karen C. Simmons

Kelvin Pruitt

Kesha Sims

Kibuchi Banfield

Kym G. Holcomb

Larry Washington

Lená Hicks-Johnson

Lisa Jones

Michael Taylor

Milton Wendland

Ronald Dupree

Russell Eidemiller

Samuel Anthony Miranda

Spencer Ingram

Steven Souma

Tavis & Nicole Myrick

Tye Fowler

Wanda Terry

Zackery Hill
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FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT

47
+45+7+147%

45%

1%

7%

Grants/Contracts 

Program Services 

TOTAL REVENUE: 

$250,6499.44

TOTAL EXPENSES: 

$262,336.80

Donations

General

In-Kind 

In-kind 

Other

69+24+77% 69%

24%
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

John Badalamenti Dr. Dakeyan C. GrahamRoderick Carter Larry WashingtonNicholas Glover

Board Member, United States 
District Court for the Middle 

District of Florida

Board Vice Chair, Alachua 
County Public Schools

Board Member, Tampa Chamber 
of Commerce

Board Chair, CBS17 News Board Secretary, City of Tampa

LEADERSHIP TEAM

Tavis Myrick Alton Johnson

Keith Leonard Canady Jr.

LaTanya Hayes Brenda Oshodin

Earl Dwight Knighten IV

Julian Jackson

Gwendolyn Doby-Baker

Executive Director Administrative Assistant

Student President

Student Success Coach,
 Site-Based Programs

Program Assistant

Student Success Coach, 
Community-Based Programs

Bookkeeper

Student Vice President



Gentlemen’s Quest of Tampa Inc.

2631 East Lake Avenue | Tampa, FL 33610

GQTampa.com            facebook.com/GQTampa            twitter.com/GentlemensQuest

http://www.GQTampa.com
http://www.facebook.com/GQTampa
http://www.twitter.com/GentlemensQuest

